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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Josept P. Lally on 6/20/2005. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

List of Claims: 

1 (currently amended). A data processing configuration, comprising: 

a set of data processing subsystems, each subsystem including persistent storage suitable 
for containing boot configuration information; 

a management module connected to each of the subsystems, wherein the management 
module includes management module persistent storage containing boot configuration 
information corresponding to at least one of the subsystems; and 

wherein at least one of the subsystems includes boot code means configured to retrieve its 
boot configuration information from the management module persistent storage during a 
boot of the subsystem; 

wherein the management module is configured to provide the boot configuration 
information as a set of boot configuration commands : and 

wherein the subsystem is configured to translate at least one of the boot configuration 
commands into a corresponding boot configuration bit address specific to the subsystem . 
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2. (original). The configuration of claim 1, wherein the management module persistent 
storage includes a boot configuration table containing boot configuration settings corresponding 
to each of the subsystems in the configuration. 

3. (canceled). 

4. (canceled). 

5. (canceled). 

6. (currently amended). The configuration of claim {4} I, further comprising a cabinet 
having a plurality of slots, wherein each of the subsystems occupies a corresponding slot, and 
wherein each of the subsystems share cabinet resources including system power supplies and 
cooling fans. 

7. (original). The configuration of claim 1, wherein the subsystem is further operable, upon 
determining that the management module is unavailable during a boot sequence, to retrieve boot 
configuration information from the subsystem's persistent storage. 

8. (original). The configuration of claim 1, further comprising a dedicated connection 
between the management module and a subsystem and operable for configuring the boot 
configuration settings in the subsystem independent of power supplied to the subsystem's 
processors. 

9. (currently amended). A method of booting data processing subsystems in a data 
processing configuration, comprising: 

responsive to a boot event, initiating a boot sequence for at least one of the data 
processing subsystems; 

during the boot sequence, retrieving boot configuration information from a management 
module connected to each of the set of data processing subsystems; 

storing the retrieved information in local persistent memory of the data processing 
subsystem; and 

upon determining that the management module is unavailable during a boot sequence, 
retrieving boot configuration information from the subsystem's persistent storage ; and 

configuring the boot configuration settings in the subsystem independent of power 
supplied to the subsystem's processors using a dedicated connection between the 
management module and the subsystem . 
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10. (original). The method of claim 9, wherein retrieving the boot configuration 
information comprises retrieving the information from a boot configuration table in persistent 
storage of the management module containing boot configuration settings corresponding to each 
of the subsystems. 

1 1 . (original). The method of claim 9, wherein the boot configuration information is retrieved 
as a set of boot configuration commands from the management module. 

12. (original). The method of claim 11, wherein retrieving the boot configuration information 
includes translating each of the boot configuration commands into a corresponding boot 
configuration bit address specific to the subsystem. 

13. (canceled). 

14. (canceled). 

15. (Previously presented). A computer program product comprising computer executable 
instructions stored on a computer readable medium for booting data processing subsystem in a 
data processing configuration, the instructions comprising: 

comput e r cod e m e ans instruction for initiating a boot sequence on at least one of the data 
processing subsystems responsive to a boot event; 

comput e r cod e m e ans instruction for retrieving boot configuration information for at least 
one of the data processing subsystems from a management module connected to each of the set 
of data processing subsystems; and 

comput e r cod e m e ans instructions for storing the retrieved information in local persistent 
memory of the data processing subsystem; 

instructions for configuring the boot configuration settings in the subsystem independent 
of power supplied to the subsystem's processors using a dedicated connection between the 
management module and the subsystem. 

16. (Previously presented). The computer program product of claim 15, wherein the eede 
m e ans instructions for retrieving the boot configuration information comprises code m e ans 
instructions for retrieving the information from a boot configuration table in persistent storage of 
the management module containing boot configuration settings corresponding to each of the 
subsystems. 

17. (original). The computer program product of claim 15, wherein the boot configuration 
information is retrieved using a set of boot configuration commands from the management 
module. 

1 8. (Previously presented). The computer program product of claim 1 7, wherein the eede 
m e ans instructions for retrieving the boot configuration information includes cod e m e ans 
instructions for translating each of the boot configuration commands into a corresponding boot 
configuration bit address specific to the subsystem. 
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19. (Previously presented). The computer program product of claim 15, further comprising 
code m e ans instructions for retrieving boot configuration information from the subsystem's 
persistent storage upon determining that the management module is unavailable during the boot 
sequence. 

20. (canceled). 

21 . (Previously presented). The configuration of claim 1 , wherein each of the subsystems 
comprises a server blade having at least one processor and a system memory accessible to 
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